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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS o, PL-206

COPE'S BRIDGE (Brandywine Bridge)

Location: Over Brandywine Creek, State Route 162 (Strasburg Road),
Copesville {East Bradford Township), Chester County,
Pennsylvania.
Present Qwnsar: Commissicners, Chester County, Pennsylvanis
Briel Statement Fine axampls of an =2arly sione arched bridge s3ill in
of Signilicance axc=llant condivtion. It is a popular subject Zor paintings
and photographs
PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A, Physical History:
1. Origiqal and subsequent owners: Commissioners, Chester County,
nnsylvanla‘
2. Date of erection: 2uilt 1805-08. There i shone
built into the south side of the neorth wal The
. Origi 1 1805 bridge date stone was built t end of
' Arnthony Taylor s house on Strasburg Recad = Township

in 18356, Taylor was a mascn and worked on the brid

3. Architect, builder, suppliers: John Lewis was the engineer;
Themas Taylor and Samuel Townsend were the superintendants
Frederick Byfret was the stone cutfer for the date stone.

Original »lans, construction: None known.

i

S. Alterations and additions: Minor repairs for maintesnance purncses.
6. Important cld views and refsrences:
Views: Many vaintings and photograpihs can be found in the arsa.
Rafarencas: Bridge records in county snginear's olffice, Court-
aouse, West Chestar, Pannsylvania and 2liyvings and 7ilas in the
Chester County Ristorical Seociety on Cope’s Bridge over 3randywine

Creeak.
B. Likely Sources dot Yot Investigated: Yone EKnown.
C. Supplemental Material:
. 1. Original Bridge Papers? 1 no. 12b
. xk'""‘/ o 54 ] : s 1,
Procesdings Respeciing a 3ridge in the
-

Waters of Brandywine Creslk 4% cr near where
Cresk. Confirmed 1804 Recorded Docket b

>



COPE'S BRIDGE (Brandywine Bridge):
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To the respectiul Judges of the fourt of General Quarisr Session to be
held at West Chester for the County of Chester February Term 180k,
The Petition of the Subscribers Tnhabitants of the County aforesaid
Respectiully Zhsweth

m1

nat the Wooden Bridge over the East Branch of Brandywine Creek on the
new State rocad in Zast SBradford Township is going fast to decay and will soon
be dangercus for heary loaded waggons to nass ovsr, that said Brides was first
arsetad in the year 1789 and aoout'gik“yeéﬁéhéao had all khe Upper works made
new and now the whole is again nearly gone to decay, or at least so much sc,
that it is generally Judged it must +he Ensuing Swummer be newly nuilt, and at
various times temporary rapalrs have been made and avery faw years thers must
onal sxpense Lo keep it in repair.

t
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Tour petitloners %“herefors conceived it will oe vasily more advantagsous
Lo the County and ftravelilers tc have a permanent Stone ZLrched Bridge erected
on a well establlshed foundation and well built of gcod materials which may
last a lon ime and want little or no repairs, the 3toze 1a the present
Bridge arse o the spot and great quantitiaes of good Stone within a few rods
that are offered gratis to the public Lo Supply what may be wanting.

increase of Travelin he ¥ew State road aforesaid wwill
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anything of con seuuenccrhereafter and
continual expsnss every fsw years,

idge on so lzading a road and over
p rmantly will never cost the County
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& ne wooden 3Bridge has been almest sz
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Your petiticners therefors hope the fourt will appoint a Jury to view
the same and see whether 1% is most advantag=ous to ramove the dacay wooden
Bridge and Yo eract a peruanen+ Stone Arched 3Bridge in its stead

Wnich favor shall e grateifully remembersad

THE CHESTER DELAWARE FEDERALIST
Weat Chester, Pennsylvanis
Wednesday, 12th July, 1809.

An account of monises paid for expense incurred dy Ch
building a bridge across Brandywine creek, near J
tilt-mill,

BRIDCGE DR.
To cash paid, Dolls Chs.
Fngineers, 259 92
Stonecusters, 5012 4
Laborsrs, : 8LE3 G
Sundries, stor=s ac. &o. Ssh _ 26
Pumpmaker and carpenters' bills, 1040 ST
For stone and hauling, 2%33 77
Superintendance, 052 20
For stone deliver=d %y the perch, 1074 37
Pillingin, removing vrock, &c., - 407 79
Masons' Dbills, 31‘48 55
Timber, as per sawyers' bills, 1553 2
Smiths' bills, »uxping, &o., 2175 25
Sundries for iime and hauling, 1550 22
Painter's bill, 25 5
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t
reading, but we were looking for data on a date sione.

COPE'S BRIDGE (Br andywine Bridge)
JABS No. PA-206 {Page 3)

CONTRA CR.
Dls. Cts.

By Cash on sales of lumber, &c., 293 ah
Do. Do. aTy) b9

By balance, being the amount of expence incurred in buiid-
ing said bridge, exclusive of commissioners' pay for 26567 .30
attending on the game, eemeeme—eee-
26911 3

July S.-—uth

Extracts {rom "The Stone Which the Builders Refused” by Francis D. Brinton.
Original manuscript in The Chester Couaty Historiczl 3ociety, 225 North High S$%.
West Chester, Penna.

This research was begun decause Mr. and Mrs. Walter vorﬁogg of East Bradford

Township called cur attenticn to an old stone built into the west zable end of
their house,-—--inscribed thus,--

SRANDYWINE BRIDGE 3UILT 3Y THE ZOUNTY OF CHESTER. CCMMISSICNERS, JORN
RAMSEY, THOMAS TAYLOR JAMES LOCKHART Supt. SAMUEL TOWNSEND. ANNC DO
1805 A.T. 1836
(SIZE about 3 faet wide 2 feef hnigh)
And built intc the south wall of ¢
ALT.
72T
1836  { 3ize acout L foot wide 18 inches high )
The first mention of a good bridge at that poins {Strassburg . Joad, over

+ 3

he Cornogg house i a stone

Brandywine Creek, in EBast Bradford fowanship} was one bullt by Richard Armitt in
1789, for the County. It was 86 £t. long 2y 1l Ft. wide and called "Brandywine
Bridge.'" His account took showing time and labvor on this, is now zt Chester
County Historieal Society and mentions an old small bridge *“here previously.

In the year 180L a long petition was presented %o Zourt stating that the

wooden bridge over the =ast brancn of Brandywine in Zast Bradford was Fast
going to decay and would soon bte dangerous, =2%z., and asked that a permanent

?

stone bridge be erescted there. This petit:on was avoroved by the Court, Grand
Jury and County Commissioners and from then on during the next 5 years ithne
minutes and accounts kept by County Commissioners ars filled with references ic
the new "Brandywine Bridge" on the "State Road" near "Buffington's Tilt Hammer."
now Copetown)

It seems to have been built by various masons, carpenters, stone cutter

laborers, etc. under the direction of c¢ne of the County Commissioners, Thomas
Taylor of Westtown was Superintendent until May 1306, when he resigned and
Samuel Townsend was appointed to continue %the work. This Samuel Townsend ilived
at Pughtown and was father of David Townsend and grandfather of Honorable
William Townsend.

The bridge sppears to have besn completad the fall of 1808 and in July 13529
a complete account of the cost 326,911 was published in the newspapers. Theres
were hundreds of orders drawn Lo pay the bills and they are mest interesiing



COPE'S BRIDCE (Brandywine 3ridge)
HARS No. PA-206 (Page L)

30 we find an order August 4, 1807 %o pay Fraderick Syfret, stone cutter,
for date stone, 3. Bridge $6.23 and again Oct., 3, 1808-Frederick Syfret, for
a date stone B. Bridge $8175. Why 2 date stones? Now loock at *he older stone
and note that it has the date 1805 and the names of 3 commissioners and the
superintendent on it. This was correct for that year, tut by 1808 when the
bridge was complested, these 3 commissioners bhad been succeaded by John G. Parke
in 180%, Joshua Gibbons 1806, David Denny 1807, Jesse Good 1808, etc. a new
one for each year., BSo, it looks as though the first stone was discarded and
the second date stone of 1307 with no names thereon was placed in the north wall,
facing the road "whare he who rides may read.”

( Concerning the Cornogg House, Strassburg Road, East Bradford townshin,

having tie 1305 Bridge date stone duilt in gabls

The Sharpless Genealogy shows he { Anthcony Taylor ) was

Y was ?i us Taylor
f Westtown, one of 11 children, born 1781, married 180k,

a of
Zdith Sharpless, born

;TBS, a daughter ¢f John Sharpless. He was.by itrade 2 mason, and ve find in

a Diary kept by Benjamin Hunt that "A.T. moved to Josepn Auffington's nouse
3-11-1805." This was just across from the new Brandywine Bridge whers masons
would ve much needed so0 1t seems reasonable that he would procure work there,
Also his uncle, Thomas Taylor of Westtown Tewnship, a County Clommissioner, was
alsc Superintendent ¢f erection of this bridge.

Cne of his descendants writeg "Grandfather Anthony Tayior built this dridge ™
st Cope's Mi1l"., A search ihru the orders making payments for work dons on the
bridge does not reveal any made direcily to Anthony, but to various hoss masons
working there. This was probably because he was a young man of 2!t and worked
under others who vald wages waekly.

The Tax Records of Chester County show that Anthony Taylor was Tirst
assessed for 1803 in Westtown Twp.as a Freeman (unmarriad) and mason by trade
1304 t 17 o " 1 s i’

1805 in Zast Bradford Twp. as an Immate {marrvied)
1806 % 1807 not found

In 1808-09-10, he was back in Westtown Twp. on a
to his father. 1811 t¢ 1315 he was fTarming in Gos
longing to his Tather-in-law, Jokn Sharpless. 1320 ¢
on 235 acrss balonging t¢ same and in 1831 in Blrmlqgh

de evidently prospered because he could then purchase
221 acres which was assessed in 1832 @ $34--, plus =z house &
outbuilding $60,

k
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O acres velonging

sn Two. on 158 acres be-

n Tredyifrin Twp.
1950 acre farnm.

His first wife Edith (Sharpless) disd 1823, lsavin ldren and he married
2nd, Lydia Richards, who diad 3/11/1332 leaving two mo dren This would
certainly be a zreat loss and care %o him sc we find + in on 11/10/1836
he marrisd a widow, Amy { Chamberlain) Callahan, born 1 eq 2872,

house and his
showing some n-

¥ote here that tne year 1836 was also when he r
assessment for 1838 was 205 acres at $9888, building
crease in value...

& careful examination of the present steons house and the fwo date stones
with the added year 1336 on each, seems to indicate that Anthony had torn cown
all the original orick house except the small kitchen and being a mason had
erected an entirely new structure of stons, Much larger and mors of the style
of the period, =x¢ept that the firs place in the prazsent dining rocom, is much
larger than usual for that tine.

We must now surmise that in as much as Anthony Tayl
wine Bridge at least the Iirst year and knowing the dat

or haé worked on Brandy-
e gtone of 1805 was dis-




COPS'S BRIDCE (Brandywine Brid
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-

= tal interest in it to %ring 1t to his new home, and
build it into the gabl nd of his houss, adding his iniztials and fhe date 1836
to both stones. The eastern additions sesms Lo have been built scme years later.

This is the story as records show of the old hcouse and farm. Incomplete as
they are all records of the distant past but we can read :into i% much of human
interest of those days and pesople. A great deal of cradit for the foregoing is
dus to the unusually complete records in our County Court House, and to the files
and indexes, and aistorical and genealogical material at the Thester County
Historiecal Society.

arded he had snousgh sentimen
=2 oD

P ed by 3art Andersca -~ September 17, 1063
Curator, Chestsr Ccunty Historical Scciety

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INTO R“AmTOﬁ

ge)

The bridgzz is conszirucied of random rubbl ith stone foundations. Its length
is made up of three arches, the ce ! the widegt. The zrches are
formed by cut voussvirs and ares se f by tuitresses. The bridgs is oriented

from east to wast.



